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“Come thou with us, and we will do thee good…”-Numbers 10:29
CONFUSED PEOPLE…according to God
“And should not I spare Nineveh, that great city, wherein are more than
sixscore thousand persons that cannot discern between their right hand
and their left hand; and also much cattle?”- Jonah 4:11
I still remember some of my first lessons as a child- the time
I learned to tie my shoelaces- the time I was introduced to
the ABC’s. I also remember the time I was taught the
difference between my left and my right hand. Those are
lessons for children. Grown people, with most of their
faculties, should have these things under control.
But we read of a people, grown people, in the day
of Jonah, that didn’t. No, they didn’t know the difference
between their right hand and their left hand -120,000 adults
to be exact!
If God has ever called a nation confused, that was
the time because that is precisely what He was saying to
Jonah concerning Nineveh: “Those people are so confused
they can’t tell the difference between their right hand and
their left.”
So we must ask, “Why is it so important to God for
people to know the difference between their right hand and
their left hand?” Well, I remember the story of a woman
driver (not my personal opinion of women drivers) who was
visiting from another country. She approached a traffic
light with a sign under it which read: “No Right Turn.” But
she read it like this: “NO! Right Turn!” After receiving her
citation she told the officer that she was going to turn left
but the sign told her to turn right-and she did. So, why was
he giving her a ticket?
Knowing our right hand from our left hand gives
direction- knowing how to get from point A to point B. For
example: the men’s bathroom is on the right! We use this
simple childhood lesson most every day of our adult life.
But God wasn’t concerned about Nineveh knowing
where the men’s bathroom was located. His metaphor had
deep, spiritual implications. It had to do with a people who
were confused about what was right and what was wrongthe difference between righteousness and unrighteousnessbetween good and evil-between sin and holiness. 120,000
people didn’t know what was right and what was wrong in
Nineveh. That is pretty bad. No direction. And because
evil was running rampant God was about to put them out of
their misery. You might say, clean the place up, do a little
tidying in His creation. After all, it does belong to Him.
But God is very merciful. Before He does anything
like this, He always sends a messenger to wake people up
and remind them of some things- you know, the difference
between right and wrong. This was Jonah’s job.
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Now Jonah didn’t like these people in the first
place. He was perfectly happy for the Lord to burn those
sinners up. Sounds like a lot of people these days…on
both sides of the fence. But after his little whale
experience he was ready to do a little preaching. So he
enters into the city with this message directly from the
mouth of God: “And Jonah began to enter into the city a
day's journey, and he cried, and said, Yet forty days, and
Nineveh shall be overthrown.”(Jonah 3:4). That was
intended to scare the pants off of those confused people
in Nineveh. And it did.
The city listened to God’s messenger, prayed,
repented, fasted, and was spared.
I have always wondered about Nineveh. How
do people become so ignorant concerning the difference
between right and wrong? The Bible doesn’t tell us. But
I know how it could have happened. Allow me to
speculate.
They probably quit going to church, or they
were hit and miss. You know, like we see of many
people in our country today. They probably quit reading
their Bibles. You know, like in our country today. They
probably quit praying as they should pray. You know,
like we see in our country today. They probably looked
at the messengers that God sent them, prior to Jonah, as
old Joe preacher that was a little too spiritual. You know,
like many people in our country today. They probably
didn’t pay much attention to the things preached. You
know, like many people in our country today. They
probably got so involved in their prosperity, their toys,
and their hobbies that they forgot all about the God that
had blessed them. You know, like many people in our
country today. They probably thought that the great city
of Nineveh would be there forever, that no judgment
would ever come their way. You know, like many people
in our country today. In short, complacency had set in.
When it came time to vote for the mayor of
Nineveh, they probably thought they should not mix
politics with religion, so they voted for men that
diametrically opposed the principals they had been
taught in their church by Joe preacher. They listened to
the in crowd, Mr. Worldly Wise-man, and the simple
minded politician. You know, like many people in our
country today. So, they put men in power that promised
them everything they wanted but diametrically opposed
the things that Joe preacher had taught them. Like we
see of many in our country today.
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The mayor finally locked up the Joe preachers so
they would quit bothering the people. You know, like they
are planning to do in our country today.
So, there was no one to stand up for right, and
remind the people of the God that had been so good to
them.
Therefore, they forgot the difference between
their right hand and their left hand…spiritually speaking
that is. But there was still a God that was kind enough to
send them one more Joe preacher by the name of Jonah.
Thus, they were spared for a little season. At least, that’s
the ways I see it.
As we were riding back to the airport from the
recent preacher’s meeting Elder Dickie Halbgewachs
expressed my own heart as we approached the big Atlanta
airport. It was the day after the presidential election- the
day in which about 50% of the American people placed
other things above right and wrong-good and evilrighteousness and unrighteousness. It was the day that
about 50% of the American people listened to the in
crowd, Mr. Worldly Wise-man, and the simpleminded
politician rather than the Joe preachers. He looked at the
big buildings and said, “I’ve looked at the remains of
ancient civilizations and wondered what was there before
they were destroyed. I wonder what they will think this
place was?”
Yes, the election was a sad blow to our country.
There was a solemn prayer offered at the preachers
meeting for our nation. Especially in the light that free
people had the opportunity to vote for their leader. A
Herod or a Caesar is not forced upon them. Not yet,
anyway.
But where is Nineveh, that great city, today? As
Solomon has wisely said, “There is no new thing under the
sun.” Nations come and go. Yet, will they learn wisdom?
–NMP

we see so many depraved crimes in our society today.
Pornography is like any sin. It is addictive. It is
dangerous. It will destroy a person. It hinders, even
destroys our walk and fellowship with the Lord. It leads
people into a hopeless, slavish lifestyle that only God can
deliver them from. It stimulates the flesh, sets carnal lust
on fire, and leads people into other sins.
As with other carnal desires, it has triggers, things
that set it off. The promoters of porn know this and have
meticulously placed these triggers on almost every web site.
You can hardly turn on your computer without something
popping up in your face- attractive people inviting you into
their lives. No wonder so many marriages and homes have
been wrecked by this menace to our society. The best of
people can become ensnared. If you don’t know it is evil,
you really don’t know your right hand from your left.
The old adage: see no evil, hear no evil and speak
no evil is wisdom. Today, parents should keep computers
out of children’s bedrooms, and in a family room where all
can see what is going on. There is also some good
monitoring software available that allows certain cites to be
blocked, and allows parents the ability to keep up with the
pages that have been viewed.
Any person is susceptible to this destructive sin.
All it takes is the click of a button, a glance, and then things
begin to happen. Thoughts begin to occur and before you
know it, the thought has become an action. People are led
into something that they otherwise would never have done.
P.S. Television has its pornography as well. But
that is another message for another day. Parents, please
beware! -NMP

Announcements
•

PARENTS BEWARE
During a recent preacher’s meeting one of the ministers
gave a presentation entitled “Epidemic”. It was about the
rising problem of pornography in our society. He noted
that 1/3 of all internet traffic is pornography. That’s an
amazing amount of ungodly information. I guess it ties in
with the above article…there are a lot of people who don’t
know their right hand from their left.
According to statistics, there are 4.4 billion
pornographic page views daily. He also noted that 93% of
children are exposed to pornography by the age of 18.
That is a very dangerous statistic.
When more people in this country knew their
right hand from their left pornography was hard to find.
There were laws concerning age and how to obtain it. But
the internet has made it available to any person who can
flip the switch on a computer. And the computer has
allowed the depravity of man to descend into the lowest
parts of hell with their imagination. They have gone
beyond pictures to real time episodes of porn. No wonder

	
  

•

•

•

Harmony Church rejoiced in the recent baptisms
of Linda and Murray Draper. Linda and Murray
came forward on November 25th and gave a
wonderful testimony of their faith in Christ and
their love for Harmony. Let us encourage them
along the way and show them how much we
appreciate their fellowship.
Harmony Church has been blessed by the
speaking of Brother Dan Samons. Let us pray for
the Lord to bless him in his efforts to speak and
exercise his gift.
We are also thankful for our song leaders. We
were lacking in this area for some time. But the
Lord has heard our prayers. We appreciate
Brother Leon, Brother Mike and Brother Murray.
Point Remove Church is in the process of calling
a new pastor. Let us pray for their unity and call.

PRAYER REQUESTS
 Sister Bettye Stafford recovering from foot
surgery
 Sister Henrietta Clayton recovering from
cataract surgery
 Sister Cleo Luten recover from surgery for a
pacemaker
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