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“Come thou with us, and we will do thee good…”-Numbers 10:29
THE GREAT QUESTION ANSWERED
“Then Job answered and said, I know it is so of a truth: but
how should man be just with God?”- Job 9:1,2
The book of Job is one of the oldest books in the Bible. It
was written before the law was given to Moses; before
Abraham: at a time when dinosaurs still roamed the earth.
Even then, men were asking the great question, “How should
man be just with God?”
Surely Job’s concern to be accepted with God must
tell us something: God was working in the hearts of His elect,
and convincing them of their sin, before there was a Bible, a
church, or an evangelist.
It is a great question because no greater question can
come from the mouth of a sinner than to inquire how they
will finally stand before God in the great day.
It must be a great question because everyone does not
ask it. Wise men ask wise questions. Job was a wise man.
Yet, as wise as Job was, he could not answer the great question.
He knew it was “so of a truth”, but he didn’t know how it
would be accomplished. Only those who have been touched
by the divine hand, and made conscience of their sin will ask
the great question.
Job was also a good man. He feared God and
eschewed evil. Yet as good as Job was he knew he was not
good enough to make himself just with God.
So we go back to the question. What does it mean,
anyway, to be just with God? Are you just with God? How
would you answer the great question?
It simply means that a person stands before the
throne of God as completely innocent. It means that there is
no sin that can be laid to the charge of that person. It means
they have been exonerated from the legal penalty of sin.
Paul describes these people in Romans 4:7,8:
“Blessed are they whose iniquities are forgiven, and whose
sins are covered. Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will
not impute sin.” These are blessed people indeed. But how
did they get there?
Today, the great question has been answered: “For
when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died
for the ungodly. For scarcely for a righteous man will one die:
yet peradventure for a good man some would even dare to
die. But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while
we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. Much more then,
being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from
wrath through him.”(Romans 5:6-9).
That is the answer: the elect are justified from the
legal penalty of sin by the blood of Jesus Christ. Not by
keeping the law, not by personal faith, but by His blood.
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There is a song that echoes this truth: “What
can wash away my sin, nothing but the blood of Jesus.”
Those words are scriptural. Yet, some who sing it do not
really believe it. If they changed the words to match their
theology it would go something like this: “What can wash
away my sin, my works, my faith, along with the blood of
Jesus.”
The elect were justified from the legal penalty of
sin by the blood of Jesus Christ plus nothing. Paul has
made it sufficiently clear that when Christ justified His
people on the cross they were “without strength”,
“ungodly”, and “yet sinners”. What can this person do
to justify himself? Nothing! Someone must do it for him.
This, our Lord Jesus Christ has done. Another song
echoes this truth: “Jesus paid it all, All to Him I owe, Sin
had left a crimson stain, He washed it white as snow.”
Justification is like election. It was purposed in
the eternal decrees of the Godhead before the world was
ever created. It was the sum and substance of the eternal
covenant made between the Father, the Son and the
Holy Spirit. The elect were verily chosen to be justified
at the coming of the Savior. God’s people were never in
danger of hell for it was God’s purpose to justify them
from all eternity. And if God purposed to justify them,
they were as good as justified though the atonement was
not yet made.
That is why David could write the same as Paul,
even before the cross. In our text from Romans, Paul
was quoting David from Psalms 32:1,2: “Blessed is he
whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered.
Blessed is the man unto whom the Lord imputeth not
iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no guile.” David
wrote looking forward to the cross, to a work not yet
done. Paul wrote looking back upon it. Yet, they both
saw the cross as the place of justification.
As John Gill wrote in his body of divinity, “It
was the will of God, from everlasting, not to punish the
elect for their sins, but to punish Christ, their surety, for
their sins. This he did on the cross.”
Since we are sinners, and have no righteousness
of our own. We must look to another source to obtain
our righteousness. It is like a bank that has gone
bankrupt. It must seek assets from a source that is
wealthier. We were made bankrupt in Adam, and
poorer yet by our own sins. Our debt was paid by Christ.
Yet, ours is no temporary loan. It is eternal. Where is it
from? The righteousness bank of our Lord Jesus Christ!
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Some men try to avow that there are several ways
that sinners are justified in the sight of God. The infant
that dies in the womb, and the mentally challenged person
is justified in the same way as the most aged saint, and the
most brilliant scholar. They are all sinners before a Holy
God. The only one thing can justify a sinner in the
courtroom of God’s justice is the blood of the Lamb.
There are two other courtrooms in which the
justification of the elect will stand on trial. Let us briefly
consider them both for this is where many get confused
with the language of scripture. One is internal, in the
courtroom of our own conscience. The other is external,
in the courtroom of the world. This has to do with our
actions before the world.
The courtroom of the inner man is where a great
conflict takes place. This is internal. In regeneration the
Lord writes His law upon the heart. If there is no spiritual
life, there is no spiritual conflict. But for those who have
been called and regenerated, there is a convincing
conviction that goes on concerning sin.
This is
exacerbated by the knowledge of the law for it resonates
more clearly what has been written on the heart. The soul
longs to be justified from the guilt and shame but does not
know how. Though Job knew that is was “so of a truth”, he
did not know how. This is where the gospel of Jesus Christ
comes in, something Job did not have. Christ is preached
as the substitute for our sins: By His blood we are justified
eternally from the wrath to come. By faith (given in
regeneration) we see Christ as the answer to the problem.
He fulfilled the law for us. By faith, we lay hold upon
Christ. The gavel goes down in the courtroom of the
conscience with the final sentence: innocent. The conscience
has been cleared and we find peace from the accusing
demands of the law. Thus, we have justified our
conscience by faith in Jesus Christ. This is referred to as
justification by faith. Peace is the byproduct: “Therefore
being justified by faith, we have peace with God through
our Lord Jesus Christ.” (Romans 5:1). But remember: The
courtroom of our own conscience is experimental. It does
not put away sin but rather delivers the soul from the
bondage of sin. There is a difference.
Finally, there is justification outwardly. This is
referred to as justification by works. We know these are
different because sinners cannot justify themselves from
their sin by their own works. A dirty hand can never make
a platter clean. Thus, James writes: “Was not Abraham
our father justified by works, when he had offered Isaac his
son upon the altar?” By his outward actions, Abraham
proved that he was a righteous man. In our common
vernacular he talked the talk, and walked the walk. His
outward performance proved his inward condition. His
actions did not make him just, but rather proved that he
was a just man. People may claim that they have faith,
that they are just with God, but the only way they can
prove it is by their actions. That is why some refer to this
as the courtroom of the world.
Thus, the great question has a great answer: by
our Lord Jesus Christ. By faith, let us walk accordingly!

	
  	
  

YOUR CELL PHONE AND THE BIBLE

Just imagine what would happen if we traveled around
with our Bible in the same manner as we do with our cell
phones. What would be the result?
• It would be the first thing we reached for every
morning
• We would read it to see if it had any messages for
us to remember or do for that day
• We would have it in our pocket everywhere we
went
• We would check it frequently through the day for
new messages
• If we forgot it, we would go home and get it
• We would be proud to pull it out in front of others
and show people we had one, and knew how to
use it
• We would send our friends the best messages
• We would give one to our children to carry with
them when they went out on a date or in the car
to keep them safe
• We would be constantly playing with it to
discover new things about it
• People would see us looking down at it constantly
• There is an opposite: we would keep it on during
church services!
-Borrowed, adjusted, and extended.
P.S. Someone told me of a billboard they saw which
said: “God has sent you a text: it is your BIBLE.

OUR ANNUAL MEETING

Harmony Church had a wonderful annual meeting this
year. We were blessed with wonderful fellowship, many
visitors, and edified by the preaching of Elder David Pyles.
Elder Pyles is the pastor of Grace church in Pearle,
Mississippi. Love for one another, and our Lord Jesus
Christ was enjoyed in our communion and feet washing
service. Surly, these must be the old paths that are good
for the soul. We left with bodies somewhat weary, but
souls refreshed. While we were there, we left the world,
and our problems behind us. What will it be like when we
enjoy the great communion in the world to come? What a
day that will be!

MEETINGS & ANNOUNCEMENTS



Singing at the Crossing on 3rd Sunday after lunch
Elder Michael Gowens is scheduled to be with
Sardis Church on the 4th weekend of April. Their
services are as follows:
Thursday night, April 19th, Supper 5:30 and
worship at 7.
Friday night: Same schedule
Saturday: Worship at 10:30, Lunch, and
afternoon services at 2.



Sister Norma Phelan has been hospitalized due to
medication interactions
Sister Lema Clayton has recently been
hospitalized for inflammation of pancreas



PRAYER REQUESTS
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